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JAPAN IS HOME TO A GREAT VARIETY OF BRIDGES. The structures differ greatly
in appearance, use and in the reasons for being erected in the first place. Some
bridges are vast in size and have to accommodate large volumes of traffic; others are
suspended over rapids and are located deep in the mountains. Here, we take a look
at the bridges around Japan with their distinctive designs and how they complement
their natural environment while offering outstanding views.
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bridge has five consecutive wooden arches, and its total length is 193.3 me-
ters. The bridge links lwakuni Castle, built on the hill behind the bridge, with
the castle town, and the structure played a role in protecting the castle from
attack. Right: The Tanize Suspension Bridge is a wire-cable structure, 300
meters long and situated in the secluded area of Totsukawa, a village in Nara
Prefecture. It is a popular spot, receiving around 120,000 visitors annually.
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Below: The Asahi Bridge spans the Ishikari River, which originates in
the Daisetsu mountain group, situated approximately at the center of
Hokkaido. Mount Daisetsu can be seen in the background. Bottom:
Okayama Korakuen is one of the Three Great Gardens of Japan, and it
features a number of elegant stone, wooden, earth-paved and other types
of bridges over streams and ponds. Right: Described as an example of
classic Japanese landscape, the Togetsu Bridge crosses the Katsura River
in Arashiyama, Kyoto.
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Left: With a total length of 12.3 kilometers (9.3 kilometers over water),
the Great Seto Bridge connects Kurashiki in Okayama Prefecture, Honshu
with Sakaide in Kagawa Prefecture, Shikoku. It has been certified by
Guinness World Records as the world’s longest combined rail and road
bridge. Below: The Matsue Ohashi bridge spans the end of Shinji Lake in
Matsue, Shimane Prefecture, and the Ohashi River flows from there to the
sea. Bottom: The Yura River Bridge is located near the mouth of the Yura
River, which flows in the Tango region of Kyoto Prefecture. The bridge is
only three meters from the surface of the water.
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the Tsunoshima Ohashi bridge in Yamaguchi
Prefecture is 1,780 meters long. The bridge has
appeared in car commercials, and many visitors are
attracted to this scenic spot. Below: The Eshima
Ohashi bridge straddles the border between Tot-
tori and Shimane prefectures. Its highest point is
around 45 meters, which allows a 5,000-ton ship
to sail beneath with ease.




